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premise, gender, or religion. The new way may consider the existing patterns 
of meaning in the colonial time or under authoritarian regimes. 
This book is essential because nineteenth-century classics are encouraged 
to be currently read in a new way. Aesthetics alone are no longer the only 
important aspects of literary works that matters. Instead, it may give space to 
its context and its relation with other kinds of text. The book is not only useful 
for students of literary material, but also for history majors and researchers 
in other fields in the humanities who are intrigued by incomplete meanings 
and the operation of certain perspectives that produce certain strategic 
significance.
A more in-depth research needs to be conducted regarding the split in 
a single text and the emergence of hybridity, marginalization, dissipation, 
ambiguity, and restlessness. A question which might then be raised is whether 
this process of ‘gado-gado’ develops into certain patterns, so that there is a gado-
gado Jakarta, a gado-gado Solo, or a gado-gado Bandung which adhere to their 
own, specific recipes. And, whether hybridity is considered a consequence 
which is always present when two domains of meaning clash in an unequal 
relation.
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When speaking of gender issues and their 
relation to the position of women in a country 
like Indonesia, it is usually important to discuss 
ethnicity and nationalism. Nira Yuval-Davis, 
the writer of Gender and nation (London: Stage, 
1997) also recognized the strong relation between 
gender, ethnicity, and nationalism and she argues 
that “One of the most important differences among 
women is their membership in ethnic and national 
collectivities […] these can affect […] the status 
and power of some women versus others” (Nira Yuval-Davis 1997: 11). It 
seems that Cora Vreede-De Stuers also uses this concept in her book Sejarah 
348 349Wacana, Vol. 11 No. 2 (Oktober 2009) RESENSI BUKU
perempuan Indonesia; Gerakan dan pencapaian. This book, which originally was 
a PhD thesis in French and defended in the Faculty of Letters, University of 
Paris (1957), Vreede-de Stuers focuses on the unity of women throughout 
Indonesia in their fight to achieve emancipation (p. 1). She further mentions 
that “Indonesian women” refers to women throughout the archipelago now 
known as the Republic of Indonesia (p. 2).
It is only natural that she finds it necessary to provide a definition of 
the Indonesian women she refers to in the introduction considering that the 
research, which is the basis of this book, was conducted quite some time 
ago and under a different administration. Her research commenced in the 
colonial period (1937-1938) when Indonesia was still a colony under the Dutch 
Indies Government and ended after Indonesia had reached independence 
(1947-1949 and 1950-1955) when the area of research had become part of the 
Republic of Indonesia. It is fair to say that Vreede-De Stuers’ book, which was 
first published in 1960 in an English edition entitled The Indonesian woman; 
Struggles and achievements, was a pioneering study of the modern history of 
the Indonesian women’s emancipation movement. In her attempt to relate the 
development of this movement, which is acknowledged as the first feminist 
movement in Indonesia, Vreede-De Stuers focuses on marriage and education. 
These are reasonable choices considering that both issues were the main 
agenda of activity of Indonesian women organizations at that time. These two 
main issues are believed to be at the root of all the problems concerning the 
marginalization of the position of Indonesian women in the public as well as 
in the private domain. Indonesian women who joined various organizations, 
such as the Perikatan Perempuan Indonesia (PPI) which was established as a 
result of the first Indonesian Women Congress in Yogyakarta (22-26 December 
1928), expected that the individual emancipation of Indonesian women could 
be achieved through the reform of both issues. According to Vreede-De Stuers: 
“[…] individual emancipation is the most specific development of the modern 
evolution of Indonesian society” (p. 1). 
Polygamy is also discussed in this book which is therefore very relevant 
to the problems of contemporary Indonesian women. Polygamy remains a 
problem that casts a shadow on the personal life of Indonesian women in the 
21st century. Until now, the conflicting points of view regarding the effect 
polygamy has on women in the public as well as in the private domain have 
not yet been resolved. Contemporary Indonesian women activists, as were 
their predecessors at the start of the movement, are still divided as to their 
opinion on this issue.
This book contains an appendix on women figures who were involved 
in the Indonesian women movement prior to and just after Indonesian 
independence. According to Jacques Berque, professor at the Collège de France 
who wrote the introduction to the English edition, Cora Vreede-De Stuers’ use 
of the biographies of these women as her main sources has made her book a 
scientific work as it is based on eyewitness’ reports and direct proof.
Vreede-De Stuers’ awareness that Indonesian women originate from 
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various ethnic groups with various kinship systems makes it necessary for 
her to also discuss the position of women in the Indonesian tradition. This 
distinguishes three different kinship systems: patrilineal, matrilineal, and 
bilinieal. However, this seems to me to be the main weakness of this book. For 
example, her argument that a  suggestion a woman makes in a family meeting 
in a patrilineal system is of no importance (p. 14). This statement indirectly 
indicates that in a patrilineal system a woman’s position is not equal to that of 
a man; this is in opposition to the outcome of anthropological research, such 
as that of De Josselin de Jong whose socio-cultural evolutionary approach has 
influenced Cora Vreede-De Stuers.
Despite the limitations mentioned above, Ruth Indah Rahayu, a researcher 
at the Lingkar Tutur Perempuan, Indonesian Social History Institute who 
provided the introduction to the Indonesian edition, states that this book 
adds to our knowledge about the history of Indonesian women movement 
through an anthropological study. The content and study method of this book 
indicate that it is intended for readers who are interested in gender studies, 
especially in Indonesia.
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In his Preface, Van Klinken states that many 
unexpected events occurred in Indonesia’s social 
development in the post-New Order era after the 
downfall of the authoritarian Soeharto government 
on May 21, 1998. These events seemed to open up 
hope but were also evidence of the fragility of the 
Indonesian state. The author mentions that in the 
midst of growing space for democracy, for free 
press for the first time, and for general elections, 
there were violent conflicts that were, more or less, 
decisive in some remote places but which never attracted the attention of the 
general public. The author’s personal interest in this problem became the red 
thread why the research was conducted. The international community knew 
